CITY OF BUFFALO, IDWA
Ordinance 503

An Ordinance amending Title 3 Chapter2, entitled, "Anima! Protection and Control” to
allow chickens and adding Title 3 Chapter 4, entitled, “Urban Chickens”.

NOW, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUFFALO, IOWA:
That 3-2.0155 of the Buffalo Municipal Code be amended to read as follows:

3-2.0155 Livestock and poultry prohibited.

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 5.24 of the Buffalo Municipal Code, it shall
be unlawful to maintain, keep or harbor any cattle, swine (except Vietnamese or Asian pot-
bellied pigs), sheep, llamas, horses, jacks, goats, guinea fowl, ostriches, poultry ( domestic
chickens, turkeys, geese, and ducks), or similar domestic animals raised for home use or for
profit within the city limits unless the property upon which such animals are maintained, kept
or harbored is zoned as agricultural property or have been issued a permit and meet ali
requirements of code section 3-4.0101. This section shall not apply to a bona fide zoological
garden, pet shop, educational institute, circus, carnival, or veterinary hospital treating such
animals.

CHAPTER 4 — Urban Chickens
3-4.0101 DEFINITIONS.

1. Chicken: A member of the subspecies Gallus gallus domesticus, a domesticated fowl.

2. Chicken Tractor: A lightweight portable chicken coop without a solid floor that
allows the chickens to forage for weeds and insects.

3. Henhouse: A hen house or chicken coop is a structure where female chickens are
kept.

4, Permitting Officer: A police officer.

5. Permittee: An applicant who has been granted a permit to raise, harbor, or keep
chickens pursuant to this Chapter. If the applicant does not own the property where
the chickens are to be kept, the owner of the property must be the joint permittee.

6. Urban Chicken: A chicken kept on a permitted tract of land pursuant to a permit
issued under this Chapter.

3-4.0102 ADMINISTRATION:

3-4.0103 Permit Required.

No person shall raise, harbor or keep chickens within the City of Buffalo without a valid
~ permit obtained from the Permitting Officer under the provisions of this Division. The cost for
the permit will be determined on resolution.

3-4.0104 Application.



In order to obtain a permit, an applicant shall submit a completed application on forms
provided by the city, in paper form, and pay all fees required by this Chapter.

3-4.0105 Requirements.

The requirements to receive of a permit include:

(A) All requirements of this ordinance are met.

(B) All fees, as may be provided for from time to time by city council resolution, for the
permit are paid in full. '

(C) All amounts owed to the City, including but not limited to liens, fines and judgments
must be paid in full.

(D) The tract of land to be permitted shall contain only one single family dwelling
occupied and used as such by the permittee. Owner permission, with written document or E-
mail, shall be required if the single family dwelling is occupied by someone other than the
owner.

{E) The property must not be in violation of any city ordinances.

3-4.0106 Issuance of Permit.

If the Police Officer concludes as a result of the information contained in the application
that the requirements for a permit have been met, then the Officer shall issue the permit.

3-4.0107 Denial, suspension, revocation, non-renewal.

The Permitting Officer may deny, suspend, revoke, or decline to renew any permit
issued for any of the following grounds:

{A) False statements on any application or other information or report required by this
section to be given by the applicant;

{B) Failure to pay any application, penalty, re-inspection or reinstatement fee required
by this section or city council resolution;

(C) Failure to correct deficiencies noted in notices of violation in the time specified in
the notice;

(D) Failure to comply with the provisions of an approved mitigation/remediation plan by
the Permitting Officer, or designee.

(E) Failure to comply with any provision of this Ordinance.

(F) Notification. A decision to revoke, suspend, deny, or not renew a permit shall be in
writing, delivered by ordinary mail or in person to the address indicated on the application. The
notification shall specify reasons for the action.

(G) Effect of Denial or Revocation. When an application for a permit is denied, or when a
permit is revoked, the applicant may not re-apply for a new permit for a period of one {1) year
from the date of the denial or revocation.

(H) Appeals. No permit may be denied, suspended, revoked, or not renewed without
notice and an opportunity to be heard is given the applicant or holder of the permit. In any
instance where the Police Officer has denied, revoked, suspended, or not renewed a permit,
the applicant or holder of urban chicken may appeal the decision to the city council within ten
{10) business days of receipt by the applicant or holder of the permit of the notice of the
decision. The applicant or holder of the permit will be given an opportunity for a hearing. The
decision of the Police Officer which is not appealed in accordance to this Ordinance shall be
deemed final action.



{1} Revoked. If there are 3 valid complaints against a property for failure to comply with
this ordinance, the permit will be revoked permanently. ‘

3-4.0108 Number and Type of Chickens Allowed:
Only a maximum of six {6) female chickens (hens) are allowed for each tract of land. Ifa
resident has a more than one tract of land, they may have additional chickens, but must meet all
the requirements of this ordinance, which includes having additional henhouses. If a resident
owns more tracts of land but there is no dwelling on that tract, the resident is only permitted to
have chickens on the track of land that has the dwelling (house).

3-4.0109 Zoning Districts Allowed:

Permits may be granted for tracts of land with single family residential being the
principal use located in the following residential zones Single family and Two Family districts. In
addition, permits may be granted for tracts of land with single family residential being the
principal use located in the following commercial, business or industrial districts.

3-4.0110 Non-Commercial Use Only:
Chicken breeding or fertilizer production for commercial purposes is prohibited.

3-4.0111. Enclosures:

(A) Chickens shall be kept in an enclosure or fenced area at all times. Chickens shall be
secured within a henhouse or chicken tractor during non-daylight hours. Chickens shall not be
allowed in the front yard at any time. Henhouses should only be located in the rear yard,

{B) Enclosures shall be kept in a clean, dry, odor-free, neat and sanitary condition at all
timas.

(C) Henhouses shall provide adequate ventilation and adequate sun and shade and shall
be impermeable to rodents, wild birds and predators, including dogs and cats.

(D) Henhouses and chicken tractors.

(1) Henhouses shall be designed to provide safe and healthy living conditions for the
chickens with a minimum area of four (4) square feet per bird while minimizing adverse impacts
to other residents in the neighborhood.

{2) A henhouse shall be enclosed on all sides and shall have a roof and doors. Access
doors shall be able to be shut and locked at night. Opening windows and vents shall be covered
with predator and bird proof wire of one {1) inch or smaller openings.

{3) The materials used in making a henhouse shall be uniform for each element of the
structure such that the walls are made of the same material, the roof has the same shingles or
other covering, and any windows or openings are constructed using the same materials.
Construction of henhouses and chicken tractors shall be done in a good workmanlike manner,
The use of scrap, waste board, sheet metal, or similar materials is prohibited. Henhouses and
chicken tractors shall be well maintained.

{4) Henhouses shall only be located in the rear yard unless the setback requirements
cannot be met in which case they may be kept in a side yard but within the required setbacks.

(5) Henhouses and chicken tractors shall be located at least ten (10) feet from the
property ling, fifteen {15) feet from the principal structure on the applicant’s lot, at least



twenty-five (25) feet from any principal structure on non-applicant lots, and shall meet all other
accessory structure provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

3-4.0112 QOdor and Noise Impacts:

Odors and/or noise from chickens, chicken manure or other chicken related substances
shall not be perceptible to persons of reasonable sensitivity beyond the boundaries of the
permitted tract of land.

3-4.0113 Predators, Rodents, Insects, and Parasites:

The Permittee shall take necessary action to reduce the attraction of predators and
rodents and the potential infestation of insects and parasites. Chickens found to be infested
with insects and parasites that may result in unhealthy conditions to human habitation may be
removed by an authorized authority.

3-4.0114 Feed and Water:
Chickens shall be provided with access to feed and clean water at all times. The feed and
water shall be unavailable to rodents, wild birds and predators.

3-4.0115 Waste Storage and Removal:

All stored manure shall be covered by a fully enclosed structure with a roof or lid over
the entire structure. No more than three (3) cubic feet of manure shall be stored on the
permitted tract of land. All other manure not used for composting or fertilizing shall be
removed. The henhouse, chicken tractor, and surrounding area shall be kept free from trash
and accumulated droppings.

Uneaten feed shall be removed in a timely manner.

3-4.0116 Chickens at Large:

The Permittee shall not allow his or her chickens to roam off the permitted tract of land.
No dog or cat-or other domesticated animal which kills a chicken off the permitted tract of land
will, for that reason alone, be considered a dangerous or aggressive animal or the city's
responsibility to enforce its animal control provisions.

3-4.0117 Unlawful Acts:

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep chickens in violation of any provision of
this Ordinance or any other provision of the City Code. '

{8} It shall be unlawful for any owner, renter or leaseholder of property to allow
chickens to be kept on the property in violation of the provisions of this Division.

{C) No person shall keep chickens inside a dwelling unit or any other structure than an
approved henhouse or chicken tractor.

{D} No person shall keep a rooster.

(E) No person shall keep chickens on a vacant or uninhabited tract of land.

(F) It shall be lawful to dispose of any chicken carcass, other than through proper
disposal.

3-4.0118 Use of Qutside Resources.



The City will provide some guidance on raising chickens, however, the responsibility is
on the permittee to properly care for the chickens and adhere to the proper precautions
associated with raising chickens.

3-4.0119 Nuisances:

Any violation of the terms of this Division that constitutes a health hazard or that
interferes with the use or enjoyment of neighboring property is a nuisance and may be abated
under the general nuisance abatement provisions of Title 3-1.0201 of the Buffalo Municipal
Code {Nuisances).

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any of the provisions of this ordinance are for any reason illegal
or void, then the lawful provisions of this ordinance, which are separable from said unlawful
provisions shall be and remain in full force and effect, the same as if the ordinance contained
no illegal or void provisions.

REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance are hereby repealed.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effective upon final passage
and publication as by law provided.

Full force and effect. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from the date of passage
and publication as required by law.

Repealer. This ordinance shall be construed to repeal any prior ordinance inconsistent
herewith.

Severability of provisions. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of
this ordinance be held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision as such holding shall

not affect the validity of the remaining portion hereof.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Buffalo, lowa, this _14 day of
September, 2020.
Approved and signed by the Mayor of Buffalo, lowa, this _14 day of

September, 2020.
LY 4 i 7

Sa'lly P,édriguez, Mavyor

Attest: g])li_']m U‘ﬂ}ﬂﬁmd

Tanna Leonard, City Clerk

Date of 1°" reading: July 6,2020

Date of 2" reading: August 3,2020

Date of 3" reading: September 14,2020
Date of Publication: September 25,2020



